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Over recent years, sustainability had moved to the center of political and corporate agendas: From 
climate change to water scarcity, planetary risks, biodiversity loss, and human rights concerns, 
governments and companies began setting commitments, measuring progress and acting across 
value chains to reduce emissions and improve resource use.1,2  Financial institutions demanded 
evidence of action, primarily to assess and mitigate risks.  New regulations emerged, accelerating 
disclosure and compliance.  
 
Recently, however, global attention has shifted. Geopolitical tensions, economic uncertainty and the 
rapid rise of artificial intelligence now dominate headlines and strategic discussions. At the same time, 
delays and revisions to sustainability reporting rules have further deprioritized focus.3   
 
This raises an essential question: Was the world overreacting, or is this precisely the moment to 
double down, take action and lead?  
 
This lecture will examine the latest science insights on sustainability. Through the lens of circular 
economy principles, resource efficiency and industrial design, the lecture will explore engineering and 
business opportunities to enable solutions which are both economically attractive and confronting the 
needs of a planet.  
 
 
References: 

1. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) (2023) Climate Change 2023: 
Synthesis Report. Geneva: IPCC. Available at: https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/syr/  

2. Planetary Boundaries Science (PBScience) (2025) Planetary Health Check 2025. Potsdam: 
Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research (PIK). Available at: 
https://www.planetaryhealthcheck.org/  

3. Accountancy Europe (2025) Omnibus explained: key changes to sustainability reporting 
standards. Brussels: Accountancy Europe, 4 March. Available at: 
https://accountancyeurope.eu/publications/omnibus-explained-key-changes-to-
sustainability-reporting-standards/  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cristina Alonso Alija, +34 93 2672052, Cristina.alonso@iqs.url.edu  

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/syr/
https://www.planetaryhealthcheck.org/
https://accountancyeurope.eu/publications/omnibus-explained-key-changes-to-sustainability-reporting-standards/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://accountancyeurope.eu/publications/omnibus-explained-key-changes-to-sustainability-reporting-standards/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

